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33rd Norfolk Island Interhational “The Norfolk Island Effect”

Clay Target Championships. One of the most satisfying Norfolk Island effects
The week the competition was fierce at the Norfolk that you can enjoy in this year of 2013 is to wander
Island Gun Club at Anson Bay where a large field of 85 up to the top of Mount Pitt and Mount Bates and gaze,
competitors from Australia, New Zealand and Norfolk not only at the beauty of the Island, but also at the 360
Island came together for the 33rd International Clay degree circle of the horizon that is before your eyes
Target Championships. and, if you are so mclme@, you could stay and watch
Conditions during the four days were indeed varied, the S“{‘ rise and set - all in one day.
but in all, scores were maintained to a high level and While the above applies to the present, we need to
this was never more evident than in the finals on go back in time to the 27th March 1945 when Flight
Thursday when 13 A Grade shooters competed in tie Officer Hepburn of the Royal New Zealand Air Force,
break for a shoot off for 3rd place in the Event 6. who was in charge of the COL radar station on Mount

Our photo shows 2013 High Gun winner and also Bates (placed there to warn of aircraft in the area and

winner of the Skeet Pairs Basil Vercoe (left) with pictured above), noticed increased radiation recordings
Skeet Pairs partner Mitch Meers. at sunrise and sunset. :
(uare and results inside) (continued inside).
P&R Groceries Pinnacles Takeaways
Phone 23110 Open Early to Late! Phone 23474 (ZFISH)
Sunday—Wednesday to 9pm Open 7 nights, 4.30pm -8.30pm
Thursday to Saturday to 10pm! i i i
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The Norfolk Island Effect - continued.

We are lucky that Hepburn was alert to the fact that
this was something to follow-up on and that he reported
the discovery to RNZAF headquarters. From there the
information was passed to Dr. Elizabeth Alexander of
the Radio Development Laboratory of the Department
of Scientific and Industrial Research in Wellington.
She began an immediate investigation.

Within weeks, similarrecordings had beenconfirmed
by other stations in New Zealand and she gave the
name to the discovery as ‘The Norfolk Island Effect”.
What had been detected were Type 1 solar bursts from
an active Sun. The news of this discovery had a major
impact on science in New Zealand and especially
Australia, leading to the Australians becoming a world
power in radio astronomy within the next 5 years. The
impetus of the Norfolk Island news was a major force
in the re-birth of radio astronomy in the post war era .

The exciting field of “radio astronomy” was born
in 1931 when a young U.S. radio engineer named
Karl Jansky discovered radio waves from the sky.
This gave astronomers a new way of looking at the
universe, but ideas that radio astronomers could
contribute significantly to our understanding of the
universe only emerged during the 1950s, largely as a
result of important advances during and immediately

after World War Two. Very few people realise that
Norfolk Island and New Zealand played an important
role at this time in the discovery of radio waves from
the Sun.

Between 1939 and 1945 scientists in Germany,
England, the United States and New Zealand
independently detected radio waves coming from the
Sun, but because of security issues these discoveries
were largely kept secret until after the war.

The fact that today we generally know so little
about “The Norfolk Island Effect” and the important
historical role that the radar station at Mt. Bates played
is surprising. The ruins of the radar are still there - and
in fact Dr. W. Miller Goss, from the National Radio
Astronomy Observatory, Socorro, New Mexico, USA,
was surprised at the amount and intactness of some
pieces, as most other station of this type have all but
disappeared. However, despite local attempts in years
gone by, there is no sign or information that alerts us
to what an important discovery was made at this place
in 1945.

His enthusiasm for ensuring that the story of the
Norfolk Island Effect is not lost to history was obvious.
He left us enlightened on a small but very important
part of the history of this island and charged with the

(continued overleaf)
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20/30 knots. Min: 19 Max: 25

E/SE winds 15/25 knots. Min: 19 Max: 25

//f//%m

SATURDAY Mostly cloudy. A shower or two. E/SE winds

SUNDAY Partly cloudy. The chance of a shower or two.

MONDAY Partly cloudy. The chance of a brief shower or
two. E/SE winds 10/20 knots. Min: 20 Max: 25

FOR WEEK ENDING RESIDENTS GEP
31st January 2013 1325 159

7 February 2013 1289 162
FOLLOWING FIGURES ARE ARRIVALS ON ISLAND...
11 December 264 1 January 2013
18 December 313 8 January 2013
25 December 653 16 January 2013

POPULATION STATISTICS - PEOPLE ON ISLAND

JEB OTHER TOURISTS TOTAL
290 8 291 2073
283 9 529 2272

630 22 Janaury 2013 420

560 I 29 January 2013 325

423 6 February 2013 476
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task of making sure }
that the story and relics
on Mount Bates do not &
get forgotten or lost to
future generations. i
Dr. W. Miller Goss
led a party of other
radio astronomers
and interested parties
who had attended a
Seminar to Norfolk
Island arriving here on
Sunday, 3rd January
2013. The Seminar,
held at the University
of Canterbury,
Christchurchon Friday,
25th January 2013 and
titled “New Zealand
Cosmic and  Solar

Noise Research: 1945- ] i & . g .
1949 - Norfolk Island, Pakiri Hill, Piha and Auckland Li&::?éf(lgg“}]fo‘;é‘s‘;zr‘;{e;: gkrcr:;jrﬁ:’ss]:;%m:
Impact on the History of Radio Astronomy Professor Graeme Fraser and Mrs. Doreen Fraser;

Ms. Mary Harris; Mr. Richard Manchester and Mrs.
. Barbara Manchester; Mr. Ed Churchwell and
Mrs. Doti Churchwell; Dr. Bob Frater and Mrs.
Margaret Frater; Ms. Delwyn Dickey; Mr.
Jack Piper; Mr. Bruce Pier and his daughter
Zandra; Mr. Hastings Pawsey and Mrs. Liz
Pawsey: Mr. Mike Gibbs and Mrs. Val Gibbs.

Our pictures show the party and other
interested residents at the radar site on Mount
Bates and the remaining bits and pieces of the
COL radar.
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