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Landscape Unit G
Creation & Characler

This Landscapa Unit Is similar to Landscape Unit C, with both parking and residential
development on the fore-dune. Houses have been strung along the back of the
beach, both north and south of Moana Stream which runs along Beach Valley Road.
This area experienced some of the earfiest redevelopment of holiday baches into
larger, potentially permanent homes, with a number of visually prominent homes
having been built, see Photograph &.

Vulnerability

The proximity of the residential development along the coastal edge fo the besach
mean that redevelopment of these properties will be readily visible from the road and
beach. As with Landscape Unit C, the mix of built and natural elements is finely
balanced and redevelopment has the potential to tip this balance the wrong way.
This is more so at the northern end of the Landscape Unit where the rising land
backdrop is lower and contributes much less to the character of the area,

As was noted in Landscapa Unit B, the management of public land can have impacts
on the character of the area. For example the channelling of Moana Stream as it
approaches the beach has introducad a sense of contrived formality which reduces
the natural character o some extent. It is acknowledged that erosion of the sand
dunes, particularly during periods of heavy rain, prompted this construction work as
part of the solution.

It will continue to be important for Council to recognise that within sensitive
anvironments, such as those found in Piha and the other coastal villages, skilled
design capable of solving both the problem being addressed and maintaining the
natural features and elements of an area, will be required. Standard solutions will
often ba inappropriate and a commitment of innovative design is nacassary.

Developrment potential

There are only two properties in this Landscape Unit recorded as undeveloped. Thay
are 1A Marine Parade South at the southemn end of the road and 21 Marine Parada
South, to the north of the stream. This latter property extends up onto the top of the
hill between Piha Stream and Marine Parade South and new development here could
be visuslly significant unless sympathetically designed. A track already exisls
through the property and vegetation appears to be confined to low growing species,
offering little in the way amelioration potential.

The other vacant sita is much smaller and appears on the aerials to be covered in
taller dense vegetation. Careful design should enable a new dwelling to be
constructed here without creating adverse landscape impacts.

Restoration potential

Restoration of the fore-dune is not possible in this area, although recent community
initiatives have seen extensive revagetation of the ssaward face of this dune. There
are few opportunities for replacement of indigenous vegetation to the north of the
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stream where residential buildings are close to each other and the road. Eastwards,
further up the hill, the establishment of larger trees behind existing dwellings would
be appropriate but would require cooperation from individual landowners.

Landscape Unit H
Creation & Character

Aleng Beach Valley Road the retention of a significant number of large pohutukawa
trees, amongst which smaller houses have been developed, creates a distinctive and
highly attractive valley landscape. The rising land either side give a strong sense of
enclosure hera which ends dramatically where the road rises over the hill at about 13
beach Valley Road, and the pohutukawa trees peter out.

Thiz landscape character extends up the slopes to the south around Sylvan Glade
where may houses and drives are tucked in amongst tall vegetation, extending up as
far az Rayner Road. The level of shelter afforded this valley means that much of the
vegetation Is unaffected by sea winds and sculpted forms are uncomman.

Vulnerability

Loss of existing vegetation is probably the biggest threat to this Landscape Unit.
This could arise through the redevelopment of existing houses or, particulary on the
steeper slopes to the south, through the reconstruction of narow and steap access
drives.

Developmeant pofential
Both 36 and 48 Beach Valley Road are vacant. It is probable that Photograph 7

shows number 48 whara some earlier davelopmant appears to have been removed
from the site.

Resforation pofential
The existing guality of this landscape unit means that there is litile necessity for

rastoration. However, continued diligence with regard to vegetation remaval will be
an ongoing requiremeant.

Landscape Unit J
Creafion & Character

This Landscape Unit extends from the valley floor up Piha Road as far as and
including both Rayner and Pendrell Roads. These two roads have been constructed
along two more or less level terraces aeither side of Piha Road. Steep, vegetated
land both above and below these roads create separation batween the residential
greas and, particulary from the campsite or Domain, in the heart of Piha, form the
skyline behind the visible extent of residential development, as shown on Figure 2
and Photograph 8.
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Photograph 7  Undevelopad sectien beneath matura pohutukawa in landscape unit H

Vilnerability

This Landscape Unit is perhaps most vulnerable from development which pushes out
into the surrounding steep and vegetated land, either above or below the teraces.
To the east behind Pendrell Road this potential is limited by the extent of the
Centennial Memerial Parkland which wraps closely around the existing housing. but
between Pendrell and Glenesk Roads are a few large well vegelated properties,
some of which appear to be vacant and where development might be anticipated.
These are to the east of number 122 Seaview Road which is identifiable by its
distinctive red-roofed house, identified in Photograph 8.

Numbers 124. 124A and 126 lie to the east of this property and are all notated on the
aerial supplied as being vacant, Each of these properties lies close 10 the existing
housing clustered along Pendrell Road, although the former two extend beyond this,
into the heart of the important vegetated siopes, Development on these vacant lots
should keep new dwellings close to the existing housing, in order to ratain the
buffering effect of the vegetated slopes beyond as much as possible. The properties
alzo lie within both the Waitakere Ranges Environment and the Coastal Natural Area
and given the vegetation clearance limitations within the District Plan, it seems likily
that this is achievable.
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