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INTRODUCTION

Melean Absclum Limited have been commissioned to undertake a landscaps
assessment of the Coastal Villages of Waitakera City with a view to determining the
existing and potential future character of tha landscapes of the City's coastal villages.
The villages being assessed are:

Piha

Karekare

Te Henga / Bethells

Hula

Little Hula

Cornwalliz and

Farau
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As time constraints prevent all seven villages being assessed at onca, this report
considers the landscape of Piha only. This is because it has come under the most
pressurg in recent years from growth and development and, as such, probably
exemplifies all of the issuss which will arise in the other villages. The other six
villages will be assessed and reported on as Stage 2 of this project.

The brief for the assessment work required:

% |dentification of:
= the extent of tha village
* the various landscape units within the village and their characteristics
»  the vulnerability of landscape units to fulure landscape degradation

% Discussion about:
* Past practices which have created the various landscape character units
* Likely development potential and its impacts on the landscape character
= Potential landscape restoration

EXTENT OF PIHA

The sattlernant at Piha has developed in 8 manner which is a direct response 1o the
landform of the area. Early baches were presumably built close to the shora, both
north and south of Lion Rock and on the flat land within the valley, extending
aastwards at both Glenesk and Garden Roads. Flatter ridge tops, such as Pendrall
and Te Ahuahu Roads would also have proved readily aveilable for residential
devalopmant, as was the flatter land adjacent to the access road. As a result, the
earlier housing was ganarally strung parallel to the beach, up the main access road

and along the floor of the valleys.

Subsequent development has tended both to 'fill in the gaps' in this pattern as well as
intensify development within the pattern. Despite this ‘filling the gaps’, there are siill
significant areas of steap, vegetatad land which continue to demarcate separate
housing clustars within Piha. Thesa slopes are a critical component of the character
of Piha, as will be discussed in more detail later in this report. The reasons for thair
continued existence seems fo be partly because of the steep contour, but probably
more importantly, becausea landowners have chosen not to develop, yet.
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Also of significance to the character of Piha is the steep vegetated land beyond the
setlement itself and it is these slopes that demarcate the edge of the Piha to a great
extent, providing a dramatic, enclosing landform, &s well as a strongly contrasting,
totally undeveloped backdrop, against which the developed parts of the village are
seen. The vast majority of this steep enclosing landform around the northern and
eastern sides of the settlement are part of the Centennial Memorial Park. It should
be noted that small areas of the ARC owned land do, from a landscape perspactive,
lie inside the settlement, such as the flatter land fronting Glenesk Road to the east of
the shop.

At the southem end of the village, where the settlement extends to higher slopes, the
majority of the steep vegetatad land defining the edge of the settlement Is In private
ownership. Its continued existence as the delineation of the settlement is thus much
more vulnerable, being constrained only by the provisions of the District Plan and the
longer term plans of the landowners. Indeed, it was leamed during the preparation of
this report that a large property in one of the steep vegetated areas separating
housing clusters within Piha, has recently been subdivided. This will be discussed
furthar, later in this report.

At the southern end of Piha, along Piha Road, the influence of topography on the
definition of tha settlement iz much less apparent. The cluster of houses from 209
Fiha Road to the intersection of Te Ahuahu Road are located on the edge of the
gently undulating plateau across which Piha Road travels from Scenic Drive. It is not
until the comer just after Te Ahuahu Road that Piha Road begins its descent down
the coastal escarpment and the influence of topography on the extent of
development and thus the extent of the village, really begins. The edges of the
settlement are illustrated in Figures 1 and 2.

LANDSCAPE UNITS

In assessing the landscape character of Piha, it was subdivided into a number of
units which display a reasonable coherence and consistency and which can be
differentiated from each other. Thirtean units were identified and their locations are
illustrated on Figures 1 and 2. It will be noted that not all of the area within the edge
of the settlement, identified in Figure 1, has been inciuded in one of the thireen
landscape units. This is because the character of the units identified is largely
derived from the interrelationship between built elements and natural elements. The
areas within the settlement but outsids one of the landscape units are largely devoid
of development and are thus excluded, It will also be noted that thase are the same
steap vegetated slopes which separate the different clusters of housing from each
other, referred to above.

Landscaps Unit A
Craafion & Characfer

This area would have developed as soon as Marine Parade MNorth was extendad
across the Wekatahi Creek and Morth Piha Road constructed along the back of the
fore-dune at the base of the steep bush clad hills. The road terminates where a
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